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Spring 2022

Celebrating Our 39th Year of Bringing Your  
Life-Serving Ministry to God’s People!

We are very excited to share with 
you Vida’s many accomplishments 

in the enclosed 2021 Impact Report. We 
continue to feel abundantly blessed that 
you trust our team, embrace our mission, 
and give to Vida.   

We wanted to share with you what’s at 
the heart of all we do at Vida so that you 
have a true, deep, and profound under-
standing of the mission you have claimed 
as your own. We are not a political 
organization. We are a Christian ministry. 
Vida has been narrowly defined by some 
members of the community as a pro-life 
program. We think this narrow definition 
is an attempt to pull Vida into politics and 
to deny financial support for the lifesav-
ing work we are engaged in. To say we 
are “pro” life is the understatement of the 
year! We LOVE life and affirm the value 
and dignity of everyone who comes to us 
for help.  

The controversary is clearly around the 
legality of abortion; we are not involved 
in that controversy because we do not 
provide or refer for abortions. Further, 

we would never encourage an abortion 
because we believe that life is precious 
and begins at conception, a fact which 
is no longer disputed. We would never 
want to lead a woman or couple to believe 
that they are not worthy of our love and 
support! Loving communities welcome 
all new members, born and yet to be born, 
because discrimination is not pleasing to 
God.  Therefore, the label of Christian fits 
us well, and as Christians, we cannot pick 
and choose which pregnancies to celebrate.

At Vida, we believe in having a vision 
of life and mission that is like Mary’s 
view from the foot of the cross.  As she 
looked up at her son on the day of His 
crucifixion, her heart was broken, and the 
pain was excruciating. Yet from that same 
perspective and in that same moment, she 
saw the wonder and the glory of a loving 
God. God was so good that He sent His 
son to die for us on a cross. When we 
encounter the individuals that we serve 
here at Vida, we try hard to have that same 
perspective. We try to see and appreciate 
the very real, and sometimes profound, 
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Life Links

Our mission is to empower individuals to make healthy life affirming 
decisions through education and medical services.
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Vida’s Support Services team has settled into their new space and 
is ready to serve the many clients seeking services in 2022. There 
has been an increase in the number of intake appointments and an 
influx of Afghan refugees coming for help. Staff members are still 
searching for new and innovative ways to serve non-English speak-
ing clients.  One important change is that we now have a full-time 
Spanish speaking staff member. Noemi Rivera Roman recently 
rejoined our team. Noemi was employed part time at Vida for 10 
years. She left to accept a full-time position. We are thrilled to have 
her back at Vida and grateful to the Board for acknowledging the need for a full-time bilingual position. In 
addition to our two full time Support Services staff members, we also have eight volunteer mentors and 
two mentors in training. Male mentors are also trained and ready to go!  We will be launching a marketing 
campaign to get the word out to the community that we now have services for men.
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Youth Outreach is back up and running after a COVID shut down. We are on 
target to present our sexual integrity program to over 2,500 students in the 
coming year!  Vida warmly welcomes Trina Batley, RN to the outreach team!

TESTIMONIAL
A high school student came to Vida when she found herself unexpectedly 
pregnant. She first heard about Vida through a Vida Youth Outreach health 
presentation. Her school counselor referred her to Vida for a free pregnancy 
test and pregnancy/parenting support. The young woman chose to parent 
and was given the support she needed to complete high school and give 
birth to a healthy baby girl! She is participating in pregnancy education, par-
ent mentoring, and the Vida Infant Car Seat Program. Vida is proud to walk 
alongside of her to affirm her decision to parent and empower her to pursue 
healthy relationships and dream big!

Mike and Candace Zimmer 

Vida Volunteers – Called and Gifted!
Little Bear Care is our new supervised play area. We are looking 
for volunteers to supervise children while their parents are in their 
mentoring session. We are also looking for volunteer receptionists to 
check in clients, answer the phone, and accept donations at the front 
desk. And last but not least, we’d love help from all you gardeners 
out there! Please think of us and our front yard when you are dividing 
your perennials this spring.   If you are looking for more ways to get 
more involved at Vida, please check out our website www.friendsofvi-
da.org/get-involved/volunteer, or call the office at 920-731-4354 and 
ask for our Volunteer Supervisor, Claire.

Vida Sponsors 2022

Council 16582

SAVE THE DATE! Vida’s 6th annual Chip In For Life will be held on 
Monday, September 19 at Fox Valley Golf Club in Kaukauna. Please 
reserve your spots early! This is a very fun and well-attended event; last 
year we maxed out on the number of golfers we could accommodate!
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Family Radio’s annual Help for the Homeless Hygiene Drive, Feb. 13 – March 6, 2022. 
People dropped off donations at a collection bin or made a financial donation online. 
Supplying these items to local nonprofits, including Vida, allows for operating funds to 
be spent on qualified staff, counseling, food, and shelter to those they serve. Learn more 
about this annual drive at thefamily.net.

A gift was given to Vida  
by the following individuals.

In Honor Of: Baby Walter 
From: Thomas and Susan Walter

In Honor Of: Those Children Known  
Only to God 
From: Gregory and Pamela Saulnier

In Honor Of: Cindy Koch 
From: Peter and Ann Koch

In Honor Of: Jennifer Bergstrom  
From: Luke and Libbe Bergstrom, Jacob and 
Bridgid Bergstrom, Christopher and Liesl 
Britzke, Gretchen and Christopher Dimmer

In Honor Of: Nathan and Taegan Grunwald  
From: Eric and Cheryl Grunwald, John 
Emanuel, Wendy Moeller

In Honor Of: Jeanne Hugo 
From: Kathy and Steve Price

In Memory Of: Patricia Driessen 
From: Dennis Driessen

In Memory Of: Joseph Neton 
From: Michael Neton

In Memory Of: Steve DeGroot 
From: Jane DeGroot, Joseph Pankratz, Jessie 
Jahnke, Mary R. Rudolph, Dr. Douglas and 
Katherine Horan, David and Judy Simon, Charles 
and Ellen Hietpas, Tom and Cindie Schmit,

In Memory Of: Fr. Robert L. Lexa 
From: Fr. Robert L. Lexa Estate

In Memory Of: Alexander William Gill 
From: Cathie Gill

In Memory Of: Elaine and Bill Bolle 
From: Carl and Marlene Boucher

In Memory Of: Captain Karen Deimer 
From: Jim and Judy Deimer

In Memory Of Husband: Ken Ruder 
From: Geri Ruder and family

In Memory Of Father: Ken Ruder 
From: Collin and Stacy Hass

In Memory Of: Hank Cops 
From: Jerry and Peg Saindon, Carl and  
Marlene Boucher

Thank You, Infant Welfare Circle!

 

T he 99th annual Infant 
Welfare Circle (IWC) 

Charity Ball was held on, 
December 11, 2021. IWC se-
lected Vida Support Services 
to be the blessed recipient 
of the monies raised at this 
beautiful and festive event. 
While music filled the air, 
attendees enjoyed a won-
derful evening of delicious 
food, fellowship, and fun. We are thankful to 
IWC and for the generosity of all those who 
attended. We were delightfully surprised and 
thrilled to receive a $50,000 donation from the 
proceeds of the event!

A portion of the Charity Ball’s proceeds have 
gone toward purchasing quality, safe, and edu-

cational toys, books, and play 
equipment for Little Bear 
Care, our new supervised 
play area. Having a drop-in 
play area allows our clients to 
meet with their mentors with-
out the distraction of small 
children in the same space.  

In addition to outfitting 
Little Bear Care, the gift from 
the Charity Ball will allow us 

to purchase infant and toddler car seats, cribs, 
strollers, and other necessary and expensive 
equipment for our Support Services clients. 
We will also be able to purchase two TVs that 
will be used in our fifth mentoring room and 
our classroom. TVs are used to play our digital 
parenting curriculum.

“Friends of Vida” is focused on all those who support 
Vida, including our donors, sponsors, church partners, 
volunteers, and prayer warriors. If you are any (or all!) of 
those, you are automatically a “Friend” of Vida. We recently 
launched a supporter-focused website, www.friendsofvida.
org, which is the hub of information, resources, donation 
information, news, and more for those who support the 
advancement of Vida’s mission. Our other website, www.
vidamedicalclinic.org, has 
transitioned to being our patient- 
and client-facing website, as the 
resource and hub of information 
for women, men, and families who 
are seeking our services.

Vida Open Houses!
Thursday, April 7, 2022,  
5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Friday, October 7, 2022,  
9-11 a.m.
You’re invited to tour our 
campus, meet our staff, learn 
about our services, and share 
in celebration of our ministry. 
Save the dates, and watch 
our website and social media 
pages for more information.

Vida’s 2022 Sponsorship Drive is under-
way! We encourage businesses to step 

up early in the year, so we can promote your 
business at our events, on our website, and 
on all our printed materials for the entirety 
of the calendar year. We are so thankful for 
our sponsors who come alongside of us with 
their financial support. The stellar reputa-
tion of our sponsors further confirms the 
quality of our services and the impact of our 
programming. 

2022 Sponsorship Drive 

Other Ways to Support Team Vida!

Celebrating Our 39th Year

difficulties that our patients and clients are experiencing, 
especially when facing an unplanned pregnancy. While 
recognizing and acknowledging their pain, we also see 
how wonderfully made that individual is and how fully 
capable they are of carrying the cross or crosses that they 
have been given. A loving Christian community sees the 
value in their suffering and steps up to walk alongside of 
them. This is how our truly ecumenical organization acts 
as the hands and feet of Christ, by loving well everyone 
we serve.  

Everyone includes women who have formed a plan 
to have an abortion. They are warmly welcomed, lov-
ingly cared for, and most welcome to return for medical 
services and emotional support if they need it.  There-

fore, this mission can be embraced by all.  We would 
ask individuals and community foundations who have 
previously denied Vida support due to what they be-
lieved to be the “controversial” nature of our services to 
rethink the application of their policy. Vida will continue 
to run toward, and not away from, individuals facing an 
unplanned pregnancy or experiencing challenges related 
to parenting infants and young children under difficult 
circumstances! 

If you haven’t already, please commit to praying for 
our success in 2022, be an ambassador for our work, 
and visibly join our team with your donation. We will 
continue to innovate, grow, and trust in God’s all-encom-
passing love for His people.  

1.  Join us on social! Follow and share updates from Vida on our Facebook, 
Instagram, and YouTube pages.

2.  Establish continuity in giving. Become a recurring donor by establishing a 
regular monthly, or other frequency, gift. Visit www.friendsofvida.org/donate/ for 
more information and set up recurring giving online.

3.  Explore planned giving. Remember Vida in your will, estate, gift of stock, or other 
planned giving opportunity. Such gifts make a lasting impact and leave a legacy 
of life! Learn more at www.friendsofvida.org/donate.

A fter a COVID-induced two-year hiatus, our annual Together for Life Spring Fundraising 
Banquet is back! The banquet will be held on Thursday, May 12 at Van Abel’s of Hol-

landtown. We will hold a prayer service just prior to the banquet. Vida has a very active Church 
Partnership Program. We can come together as a community of believers to celebrate all that 

God is doing at Vida, and to lift up and cover this ministry, our Board 
of Directors, staff, volunteers, and the clients and patients we serve 
in prayer. We would love to see our vast body of believers represent-
ed at this prayer service. Invitations will be mailed at the beginning 
of April, or you can go to our website, www.friendsofvida.org, for 
information and to RSVP. 

•  Our Christmas Adopt-a-Fami-
ly program was a huge success! 
Thank you to the 13 Church Part-
ners who participated and blessed 
108 families with Christmas gifts. 

•  We’ve enjoyed having our church 
leaders come to pray with our staff 
and volunteers over the lunch-hour. 
We greatly need spiritual encour-
agement! 

•  We just launched our Vida voucher 
program for churches and not-for-
profit community partners so we 
can support and encourage even 
more young families parenting 
young children under difficult and/
or challenging circumstances. 
Church Partners will receive Vida 
vouchers to share with families 
who need material support and 
encouragement. 

•  Playdates are in full swing! Shep-
herd of the Hills Lutheran Church 
in Greenville hosted our first play-
date in February. Clients enjoyed 
food, fellowship, and fun! 

•  Our Church Partners have been 
very busy organizing donation 
drives for us throughout the year. 
Thank you so much for calling 
the office when you are planning 
a collection. This helps us stay 
organized and communicate our 
greatest need at that time.

We are pleased to welcome two new reg-
istered nurses to our Vida family. Bren-

da Mancheski, an OB nurse with 26 years of 
experience, has joined our clinic team, and Trina 
Batley is bringing her 35 years of nursing expe-
rience to our Youth Outreach team. Welcome, 
Brenda and Trina! 

Vida Medical Clinic is the grateful recipient of 
the Wisconsin Association of Free and Charita-
ble Clinics (WAFCC) Preeclampsia Prevention 
Grant. Vida is now screening and providing 
medication to at-risk women to lower risk fac-
tors for developing preeclampsia. Preeclampsia 
is a disease that can occur during pregnancy 
or soon after the baby is born. It causes elevat-
ed blood pressure and can negatively impact 
organs like the brain, liver, and kidneys. It may 
also cause a baby to be born early and/or lead 
to health problems for both mother and baby 
later in life. WAFCC, working in partnership 
with CVS Pharmacy, also provided Vida with 
automatic blood pressure cuffs that allow our 
patients to monitor and manage their blood pres-
sure under their provider’s supervision.

Church Partners Medical Clinic

of

 @vidamedicalclinic  @vidamedicalclinic Vida Medical Clinic and 
Support Services

info@vidasupportservices.org

Together for Life Spring Fundraising Banquet

Level Amount Benefits

Event $10,000+ 2 CIFL golf foursomes 
1 TFL banquet table (8 seats)

Gold $5,000-$9,999 1 CIFL golf foursome 
1 TFL banquet table (8 seats)

Silver $2,500-$4,999 1 CIFL golf foursome 
4 TFL banquet tickets 

Bronze $750-$2,499 1 CIFL golf twosome 
2 TFL banquet tickets 

Hole Sponsor $250-$749 Hole sign at the CIFL 

*Please note the changes in the levels of sponsorship and accompanying benefits.

... continued from page 1
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